Year  2000  work  will  cause  many  IS  organizations 
to  shelve  other  projects  this  year,  new  columnist 
Ed  Yourdon  writes.  Managing,  page  86 


COMPUTE 


WORLD 


Digital  to  launch 
NT-only  Alphas 

►  Lower  prices  target  resistant  users 


By  JaikumarVyayan  the  latest  version  of  ihe  chip  as 


conscious  users  out  of  the  Alpha  stayed  away  from  Alpha  becau 
f°ld  of  the  price,  said  Joseph  Fe 

Alpha  products  previously  lazzo.  an  analyst  at  Technoloj 


For  Gen-Xers,  it  might  be  www.tripod.com,  a  Web  community  that  attracts  m 
than  2  million  visitors  per  month  and  a  list  of  blue-chip  advertisers  that  lust  af 
its  tasty  demographics.  Tripod's  Don  Zereski  and  Margaret  Gould-Stewart  tell  h 
Tripod  did  it.  The  Interiet.  page  49 


whichjire  slated^  to i  be  an-  dude  the  OpenVMS  and  Digital 
a  slightly  tweaked  version  of  the  Digital  rnovS"come  at  a 
only  on  Windows  NT.  said  Terry  grow  Alpha  product  rewrnue.  In 


3Com  smashes  switch  price  barrier 


Will  The  Yean  2000  Have  Any  Impact 
On  Ydur  Environment? 


Choose  the  wrong  vendor  and  it  could  sink  your  entire  enterprise. 

At  Computer  Associates,  we've  leveraged  over  Iwo  decades  of 
experience  in  building  tools  for  applications  development,  maintenance,  and 
migration  to  create  an  award-winning  solution  for  your  year  2000  problems. 

,  CA  Discovery  2000“  provides  the 


C  A  2000 


aspects  of  your  compliance  effort. 


and  life  cycle  management  Our 
CA-Fix/2000”  tool  automatically  fixes  COBOL  code,  one  application  at  a  time. 
It's  the  only  tool  with  intelligent  data  flow  analysis  providing  the  high  speed,  high 
volume  fix  for  year  2000,  thpt  you  need  today. 

Behind  our  CA  Discovery  2000  solution  stands  a  Professional  Services 


team  that  is  experienced  in  all,  aspects  of  year  2000  compli¬ 
ance.  After  all,  as  the  world's  leading  independent  software 
company,  we  have  more  experience  re-engineering  legacy 
applications  than  anybody.  And  with  a  21  -year  track  record 
of  success  and  over  $4  billion  in  revenue,  our  clients  know  we’ll  be  around  long 
after  the  year  2000. 

Preparing  your  application  for  the  next  century  may  be  the  most  important 
job  you've  ever  faced.  Start  now  and  turn  the  biggest  challenge  of  your  career 


Call  us  today  toll-free 
at  1-888-4-2000YR 
onrtsituniirw.cai.com 


Computer® 

/ASSOCIATES 


SIA:  Millennium  backup  planning  lags 


►  Agency  commits  to  devising  preventive  strategy 


forefront  of  drahng  with  the  so-  Dain  Rauscher.  in  Minneapolis. 


SIA  s  Charles  Costa:  The 
securities  group  is  starting  | 
to  form  a  subcommittee  to 
consider  different  year 
2000  disaster  scenarios 


list  failure  scenarios  that  may  affect  a  system  or 
third-party  linked  to  those  functions 
Assess  damage  that  these  events  could  cause  as  failure 
dates  come  and  go 

Rank  events  from  most  catastrophic  to  least,  based 
on  financial,  legal  or  regulatory  risks 
Examine  odds  of  each  high-impact  event  occurring 
and  rank  most  probable  to  least  probable 


Consultant  encourages  year  2000  snitching 


►  Project  collects  tipojfs  on  date-change  slackers 


If  computing  costs 


ill 


“Psst . . . 
Wanna  Buy 


You  Need  SoftFactory/2000 

There’s  more  than  one  way  to  buy  time  -  but  you  gotta 
know  the  secret  Word  on 
with  SmartFind/2000”'  is  the  only  way  to  go  if  you  are  going 
to  get  yourY2K  projects  completed  quickly. 

SoftFactory/2000  is  so  fast  and  so 
accurate,  it's  like  buying  time  between 
now  and  the  year  2000.  That's  because 
SoftFactory/2000  is  the  only  Y2K  solution 
which  uses  SmartFind,  an  intelligent 
The  SoftFactoryllOOO  P^blem-solving  technology  that  filters 
solution  is  y0Ur  COde  t0  identify  only  date  fields 

technology-based  and  on'y  die  date  occurrences  that  need 
requiring  less  manpower  »  be  fixed. 


compared  to 
other  approaches 


Compare  that  to  other  approaches  which  rely  primarily  on 
slow  and  expensive  manpower...  assuming  you  can  find  qualified 
people  in  the  first  place. 


supported  by  Time  is  running  short,  but  we  can  get  you  to  compliance 

i  little  technology.  before  the  year  2000.  Call  us  at  I  -800-632-6265  today. 


Micro  Focus 

Transforming  The  Enterprise 


Back  Forward  .  Retoed  Home 


1  ^Bookmarks  A  WWteR  ://www.fotte.com/cw 

&  Lookup  (£  New&Cool  §  Netcaster 


In 


"X  Tou  know  it’s  coming:  server  meltdown.  With  Forte,  applications  transparendy  fail  over 

Y  That’s  both  the  good  news  and  the  bad  news,  and  automadcally  load  balance  across  servers.  With 

■A.  Good  news,  because  you  want  the  Web  hits.  access  from  HTML,  Java  applets  or  JavaBeans.  So, 

Bad  news,  because  even  if  you  have  the  bigge 

st  server  •  i  what  re  you  waiting  for  —  a  customer-demand 

in  the  world,  it  wont  be  big  enough.  Unless 

jCQimgMmj  meltdown  to  destroy  your  Web  site? 

you  have  Forte  WebEnterprise"  meltdown 

Call  800-622-5076.  Or  click  here  ro 

insurance.  Well  worth  it,  since  application 

demand your  ticket  to  the  next  Forte  semin= 

downtime  means  lost  business. 

company  in vour area. 

F0RTE 

www. forte,  com/cw 

'[  1  Document  Done 

J?-  ikSL  j 

To  Improve  An 
Just  Add 


y  Application, 

Umcentec 


These  days,  managing  applications  is  harder  than  ever. 

From  change  management  and  deployment  to  performance  monitoring  and 
event  management,  today's  applications  come  with  all  kinds  of  reguirements. 

And  each  one  has  a  direct  impact  on  reliability,  availability,  high  performance, 
and  serviceability. 

That's  why  any  application  is  really  only  as  good  as  the  management  software 
that’s  behind  it. 

And  why  95%  of  the  Fortune  500  chose  Unicenter*  TNC"  to  manage  their 


grlKlslSMe.Coni 

aim 


Whether  it's  for  an  off-the-shelf  software  package  or  your  own  home-grown 
applications.  Unicenter*  really  does  it  all.  It  offers  everything 
you  need,  including  change  and  configuration  management, 
software  distribution,  security,  backup/recovery,  event 
monitoring  and  management,  performance  management, 
scheduling,  and  help  desk. 

You  can  instrument  your  applications  without  having  to 
modify  them.  And  by  managing  both  the  applications  as  well 
as  the  computing  infrastructure  in  which  these  applications 
run— Unicenter  TNG  ensures  optimal  availability,  scalability, 
and  manageability  of  your  business-critical  applications. 

In  short,  you  can  expect  some  amazing  results! 


Call  1-888-UIICEITER  or  visit  www.cai.com 


IMcenterTIK 


Lotus  Notes 
Microsoft 
Exchange 
SAP  R  3 
Oracle 


The  data  warehouse 
partners  you  choose 
could  have  a  profound 
effect  on  your  career. 


im 


ORACLE 


b  i  I  i  r 


*r 


HAS  LEFT 


THE  BU  ILDING 


FileXET 


m 


unix  h  p 


Objects#  Work. 


The  future  belongs  to  objects. 

Jasmine  is  the  future  of  objects. 

It's  the  first  complete  and  pure  object  solution. 

It  s  not  a  hybrid.  It's  not  hype. 

Jasmine  is  real.  A  proven,  complete  object-oriented  database  and  development 
environment.  So  now  you  can  build  the  next  generation  of  multimedia  business 
applications  and  run  them  everywhere:  client/server.  Internet,  intranet,  and  extranet. 

Introducing  The  Industry  s  First  Multimedia. 
Internet-Enabled  Object  Database. 

With  built-in  multimedia  and  Internet  support,  Jasmine  has  it  all.  A  pure, 
object-oriented  database.  Drag-and-drop  development  environment  Distributed 

object  delivery.  Efficient  database  multimedia  „ . . 

storage  and  manipulation,  and  efficient 

delivery  through  streaming  and  caching.  The 

industry  s  en  •  st  development  environment 

lets  you  ust  .  ..r  favorite"  tools:  built  in 

VB  Integra:  ;  :  ve  Java  support,  and 

C++  support.  , 

Unlike  hybrid  or  partial  objftiiwihitions 
Jasmine  actually  works. 

So  you  can  shorten  your  time  to  * 


Call  1-888-7 JASMINE  tor  your  FREE  Developer  Edition  CD 
orvisitwww.cai.com 

introducing 

Associates  Jasmine 

Objects  @  work 


unix 


vital 


f 

UNIX  lies  at  the  heart  of  your  data  center.  And  only  HP's  UNIX 
reliability  to  power  your  mission-critical  applications' Th 


unix 


hp 


rmation  across  your  entire  enterprise  so  you  can  make  the  necessary  decisions 
r  business  forward.  All  without  missing  a  beat.  For  more  info:  www.hp.com/go/unix. 


Java  holds  its  own, 
starts  to  make  inroads 


FAAC*  Dissectmg 

rHVO«  the  language 


Are  Your  PCs 
Ready? 

Count  on  Tally  Systems 
to  find  out. 

www.tallysystems.com/Y2K; 


(800)  262-3877 


unix  scalable 


\ 


\ 


The  broad  i 
also  allows  you  i 


a  growing  business.  Our  scalability 
plications  across  different  locations 


unix  h  p 


thriving 


investment.  Basically,  a 
ifo:  www.hp.com/go/unix. 


Will  Java 
systems  give 
the  public 


Writing  counts 

Peter  G.  W.  Keen 


Welcome  to  another  year  of  paper  as  the 
1  medium  of  information  exchange. 
Long  may  it  remain  so. 


The  main  reason  I  prefer 
paper  to  the  Web  and 
'other  electronic  media  is 
that  it  attracts  people 
iho  can  write. 


What  makes  E-mail  worth  forwarding? 

Michael  Schrage 


V 


Finally,  something 
for  your  closet  that 
will  always 
be  in  fashion. 


The  SmartSwitch  6000  wiring  closet  switch. 


Cabletron  #1  in  customer  satisfaction!* 

caBLeTRon 

SYSTems 


Organization  turns  to  NCs 


Firms  spruce  up  work 
space  to  lure  IT  talent 


"It's  driving  us  crazy  try¬ 
ing  to  keep  up  with  main¬ 
tenance  and  support,  and 
we  don't  have  technical 
people  in  these  centers." 
-Rusty  Williams,  CIO, 
Evangelical  Lutheran 
Good  Samaritan  Society 


1  IT  LOOKS  LIKE  A  PC. 
FEELS  LIKE  A  PC. 
SMELLS  LIKE  A  PC. 


(OK,  ENOUGH  ABOUT 
ITS  WEAK  POINTS.) 


INTRODUCI 


n 


A  WHOLE  N 
OFWORt 


. 


JG  DARWIN. 

Microsoft  Office'  the  next.  What's  more,  its  new  Elite3D  graphics  will  blow  away  a  similar  SGI  machine 


at  less  than  a  third  of  the  cost.  And  since  Darwin  is  binary  compatible,  it's  a  perfect 


entry  point  to  our  full  line  of  Sun  systems  (which,  with  up  to  64  processors,  can  f 


to  meet  anyone's  needs).  All  ready  to  run  the  over  2,000  technical  applications  avail- 


networked  (remember  who's  making  it).  For  more  information,  call  800-SUN-FIND  for  a  Sun  reseller  or 

<&Sun 

^  microsystems 

representative  near  you.  Or  dick  your  way  over  to  our  Web  site  at  sun.com/ult/cpw.  You’ll  find  that  in 


:W  SPECIES 
STATION. 


The  Internet 


E-commerce  driving  security  push  Groupware 

►  SET  protocol  put  on  (SET)  10  P”5*000*-  which  ^  completion  this  spring.  At  least  tins  lift  to 

“SHSfS  SSS'K  teetok  site 


iff  ii; 


When  news  happens 
around  the  world,  people 
turn  to  CNN.  And  when  CNN  needed  someone 
to  run  their  Custom  News  site,  they  turned  to 
Oracle.  Oracle  Application  Server,  Oracle  Data 
Server  and  Oracle  ConText®  enable  CNN  Custom 
News  to  deliver  dynamic  content  in  real  time, 
so  millions  of  users  around  the  world  can  access 


daily.  So,  when 
the  world’s  largest  news  provider  trusted  us 
to  make  it  happen,  we  considered  that  excep¬ 
tionally  good  news.  For  more  information  about 
Oracle  enabling  technologies,  or  for  a  free  trial 
of  Oracle’s  Application  Server  product,  call 
1-800-633-1071,  ext.  12506,  or  you  can  down¬ 
load  at  http://www.oracle.com/oas_cnn 


CNN.com/customnews 

their  personalized  news  site 


ORACLE* 

Enabling  the- Information  Age® 


Quality  Products,  Quality  Services. 


Quality  means  dependable  and  reliable  -  ready 
willing  and  able  to  go  above  and  beyond.  That's 
Gateway™  products  and  Gateway  2000  Major 
Accounts,  Inc.  services. 

Gateway’s  comprehensive  product  line  provides  the  perfect 
solution  for  your  entire  organization.  Whether  you  need  low-cost 
desktops,  powerful  workstations,  modular  portables,  group¬ 
computing  digital  media  computers  or  scaleable  servers  to  tie  your 
network  together,  Gateway  has  the  total  computing  solution. 

But  what  good  is  a  full  breadth  of  product 


without  the  knowledgeable  staff  to  back  it  up?  Gateway  sales 
representatives  are  specially  trained  to  handle  the  unique  needs’ of 
our  business  customers.  With  Custom  Integrated  Services  (CIS),  a 
host  of  hardware  and  software  applications  can  be  custom-built  into 
your  PCs.  And  your  representative  will  continue  to  work  with  you 
to  design  computing  solutions  to  meet  your  changing  needs. 

That’s  quality  service,  with  quality  Gateway  __r 
products.  Custom-configure  your  PCs  on  our  Web  site, 
or  give  our  sales  representatives  a  call  today  Let  them 
personalize  a  total  PC  solution  for  your  organization. 


(For  more  information  on  our  full  product  line,  just  gjve  us  a  call  or  visit  our  Web  site.) 


Gateway  Sok)  2300 LS  Portable-  121"  SVGA  TFT  Color  Display-  Intel®  200MHz  Pentium®  Processor  with  MMX™ 
Technology  •  32MB  SDRAM  •  256K  Pipelined  Burst  Cache  ■  3GB  Hard.Drive  -Modular  3.5’  Diskette  Driue  •  Modular 
7X  min/UX  max  CD-ROM  Drive  •  16-Bit  Wbvetable  Sound  &  Stereo  Speakers  •  12-Cell  Lithium  bn  Battery  &  AC  Cube 

•  85-Key  Microsoft®  Windows®  95  Keyboard  •  Carrying  Case  •  NTSC/PAL  Video  Out  ■  USB  Ports  &  Zoomed  Video 

•  MS  Windows  95  •  MS  Office  97  SBE  plus  Bookshelf*  97  ■  LapUnk*  for  Windows  95  &  McAfee*  VinisScan 

•  Gateway  GoU**  Service  &  Support  for  Portable  PCs  Prices  Starting  at  S2849  Gold  \hhie  Lease  JlOlAno 
NS-8000  300  Department  Class  Server-  Intel  300MHz  ftntium  II  Processor  with  512K  Cache  (expandable  to  two 
processors)  •  Error-Checking  and  Correcting  Memory  Subsystem  with  128MB  RAM  •  Quick  Hot-Swap  (OHS)  RAID 
Storage  System  with  Three  Channel  Controller  ■  Three  Hot-Swappable  4.2GB  SCA  Hard  Drives  •  12X  SCSI  CD-ROM 
Drive  and  3.5'  Diskette  Drive  ■  3Com*  10/100  Ethernet  Adapter  ■  Thirteen-Bay  Server  Tower  Case  •  Dual  365Watt 
Redundant  Power  Supplies  with  Loadshare  Capability  ■  104-  Keyboard  &  MS  IntelliMouse™  •  Infer  Manager™  Server 
Management  System  with  ActiueCFR™  Processor  Protection  $7799 Gold  Value  Lease  $2684no. 

HS-9000  200 LS  Enterprise  Class  Server-  Two  Intel  200MHz  Pentium  Pro  Processors  with  512K  Cache  (expandable 
to  six  processors)  •  Error-Checking  and  Correcting  Memory  Subsystem  with  128MB  RAM  ■  Quick  Hot-Swap  (OHS) 
RAID  Storage  Systemwith  Three  Channel  Controller  ■  Three  4.2GB  SCA  SCSI  Hard  Drives  •  12X  SCSI  CD-ROM 
Drive  and  3.5"  Diskette  Drive  ■  3Com  10/100  Ethernet  Adapter  ■  Double-Wide  Fourteen-Bay  Chassis  •  N+l  Fbwer 
Supply  Subsystem  with  Two  Hot-Pluggable  350Watt  Rawer  Supplies  (upgradeable  to  four)  •  104'  Keyboard  8i  MS 
IntelliMouse  •  InforManager  Server  Management  System  with  ActiveCPR  Processor  Protection 
S2J999  Gold  Value  Lease  S434/mo. 

E-W00 166  Low  Cost  Networii-Rsady  Desktop  ■  Intel  166MHz  Pentium  Processor  with  MMX  Technology  ■  16MB 
SDRAM  ■  256K  Pipelined  Burst  Cache  ■  EV500  .28  Screen  Pitch  15  Monitor  (13.9'  viewable)  ■  Integrated  PCI  Video 
with  2MB  DRAM  -  2GB  Ultra  AIA  Hard  Drive  •  3.5  Diskette  Drive  ■  16-Bit  Sound  Blaster*  Compatible  R..™-.. 
Audio  •  Integrated  10/100  Fast  Ethernet  ■  E-Series  Low-Profile  Desktop  Case  •  104'  Keyboard  Si  Mouse  •  Microsoft 
Windows  95 -Desktop  Management  Interface  (DMI)  LI  Compliant- Intel  LANDesk*  Client  Manager  3  01  ' 

$1079  Gold  Value  Lease  $38/mo. 

E-3110  233  Mainstream  Network- Ready  Desktop  -  Intel  233MHz  Pentium  II  Processor  featuring  MMX  Technology 

■  32MB  SDRAM  ■  Integrated  512K  Pipelined  Burst  Cache  ■  EV700  .28  Screen  Pitch  17“  Monitor  (15.9  viewable) 

■  AccelCraphics®  Permedia®  2  32-Bit  AGP  with  8MB  SGRAM  ■  4GB  Ultra  ATA  Hard  Drive  ■  12/24X  CD-ROM  Drive 
and  3.5‘  Diskette  Drive  ■  3Com  Ethernet  Adapter  •  E-Series  MidTower  Case  (shown  with  desktop  case  opr  ton)  ■  104’ 
Keyboard  and  MS  IntelliMouse  ■  MS  Windows  95  •  pMI)  li  Compliant  •  Intel  LANDesk  Client  Manager  301 

•  Gateway  Gold  Service  and  Support  for  E-Series  PCs  $1999  Gold  Value  Lease  $71 /mo 


'YOU'VE  6  0  T  A  FRIEID  IN  THE  BUSINESS 

CALL  1-888-888-0382  www.  gate  way.  com 
Gateway  2000  Major  Accounts,  Inc. 


GET 

BEHIND 

THIS. 


IF 

MANAGING 
THOUSANDS 
OF  PCs  HAS 
YOU  BEHIND 
THIS 


Y  If  your  mainframe-based  enterprise  has  expanded  to  include  thousands  of  PCs  and  servers,  while 
your  internal  resources  haven’t,  call  Vanstar,  the  distributed  computing  experts.  Yvanstar  offers  the 
network  management  and  life  cycle  services  you  need  to  manage  growth:  consulting  and  design, 
network  planning,  integration,  procurement,  financing,  installation,  and  deskside  support.  Everything 
you  need  to  break  free  of  your  internal  constraints.  Y With  Vanstar,  you  choose  as  much,  or  as  little, 
of  our  expertise  as  you  need  to  master  your  distributed  computing  environment.  That  flexibility  is  why 
hundreds  of  Fortune  1000  companies  have  selected  Vanstar.  Y  To  learn 
how  you  can  stay  ahead,  please  visit  us  at  www.vanstar.com/8ball  or  call 
us  at  1-800-994-2345.  We’ll  help  you  make  a  clean  break. 


Vaster 


“Seemingly  small,  inconsequen¬ 
tial  programs  like  macros  spread 
from  one  to  a  few  to  hundreds  of 
**?“?-*■  users,  until  the  agency  and 
public  come  to  rely  on  them." 

-  Gordon  Swarthout 
Washington  state 


There  are  two  ways  to 

fflOaC 0EEE2& 


Not  so  smart. 


2d  to  guarantee  a  last,  trouhle  free  implementation  Ant 
tause  SmartMart  is  a  complete,  single-vendor  solution,  a 
nponents  are  lolly  lested  to  work  together  so  you  avoid 


Very  smart. 

^SmartMart 


THE  BUILDERS 


Information 

Builders 


w  w  w .  i  b  i .  com 

(800)  969-INFO 


IA 


YOU  CAN  BE  WIRED,  PLUGGED  IN 
AND  ONLINE  -  BUT  WHEN  YOUR 
MESSAGING  SOFTWARE  RUI^  OUT 

OF  GAS  YOU  WON’T  DO  SQUAT 


It  il 


New  Norton  utility  Licensing  changes  cut  costs 
— . . . . . —  of  document  management 


I  Finally, 

|  AN  ENTERPRISE  SOLUTION 

I  FOR  A  COMPANY 

1  whose  budget  is  modest 

But  whose 

GROWTH  PLANS  1 

i  >aa  x  I 

HEWLETT1 

PACKARD 


My,  how  your 
buoinooo  has 
grown. 


When  you’re  shelling  out  $4,000,000 
to  ring  in  the  Year  2000,  remember: 


SAS*  software 
didn’t  drop 
the  ball. 

While  other  software  companies  scramble  to 
help  you  adapt  your  programs  to  handle  the 
Year  2000  crisis,  SAS  Institute  has  just  one 
question:  What  crisis?  SAS  software  solutions— 
from  data  warehousing  to  data  mining,  OLAP  to 
applied  analysis— are  ready  to  handle  dates 
through  the  year  20,000  AD.  And  you  can  easily 
change  the  interpretation  of  two-digit  years  to  the 
100-year  span  of  your  choice. 

SAS  software  customers  won't  need  to  shell  out 
the  estimated  $3-$4  million  it  will  cost  the  average 
company  to  address  the  Year  2000  issue.  So  isn’t 
it  time  you  invested  in  the  world's  best  decision 
support  solutions?  From  a  vendor  that  will  keep 
you  on  the  leading  edge  of  technology  into  the 
new  millennium— and  beyond?  Just  visit  us  at 
www.sas.com/y2k/  or  call  919-677-8200. 


K  SAS  Institute  Inc. 


Briefs  Hybrid  databases 

FhwmHBj  tirfhnra  * 

enter  warehouse 


►  Move  reinforces  scalability,  adds  flexibility 


"f 


server  or  desktop  application  to 
doing  sophisticated  analysis 


Putting  queries  where  they  belong 


i,,'  ■  *  Sun  Chemical  takes 
data-  query  writing  out  of 
d  ad-  programmers'  hands 


Problem-solving 


C_A  L  L _ FOR  ENTRIES 


Bill  would  like  to  have  a  word  with  you.. .now. 


‘Congratulations.'' 


AMDAHL  BREEDS  S/390  .  UNIX  AND  NT  SYSTEMS  TO  DEFEND 

I!  !"  \ 


Amdahl  delivers  S/390,  UNIX  and  NT  storage  systems  with  unparalleled  levels  of  availability  and  fault  tolerance. 
A  quarter  century  in  the  world’s  largest  data  centers  has  made  eternal  vigilance  our  primal  instinct. 


GUARD  IT  FIE0&LY 

it  * 


AMDAHL 


(800)  223-2215  < 


year  2000: 

BE 


PLAN  B  Even  the  most  meticulously  prepared  IS  shop  needs  a 
backup  plan  in  case  everything  goes  haywire.  Page  80 


BACKLOG!  New  Computerworid  columnist  Ed  Yourdon  says 
|  you’d  better  prepare  for  the  great  IT  moratorium  of  ’98.  Page  86 


TESTING  It’s  boring,  it’s  tedious,  it’s  vital.  Our  Review  Center 
examines  date  simulation  testing  tools.  Page  87 


PREPAR 


Are  you  sure  your  systems  will  be  ready 

when  the  calendar  rolls  over  to  1/1/2000?  Dead-solid  certain?  Ab-so-dvely,  pos-o- 

If  so,  congratulations.  But  the  rest  of  us  are  getting  a  pair  of  suspenders  that 

With  The  Day  fast  approaching,  our  year  2000  Special  Report  focuses  on  pre¬ 
paredness  and  contingency  planning:  We  ll  help  you  get  your  house  in  order  — 
and  help  you  dial  911  just  in  case. 


MAKING  RESERVATIONS  We  asked  IS  leaders  where  they 
[  plan  to  be  on  1/1/2000.  Page  93 


f  Irene  Dec  at  The  Prudential 
Insurance  Company  of 
America:  "Everyone  will  be 
carrying  their  little  contingency 
plan  in  their  pocket" 


ViASOFT 


Happy  New  Year  from  IBM. 


It’s  the  new  year.  Traditionally,  this  is  a  time  when  all  of  us  take  a 
moment  to  write  down  our  list  of  resolutions.  Resolutions  that  are,  typically, 
all  but  forgotten  by  the  end  of  January  (early  February  at  the  latest). 

Well,  we’d  like  to  stand  up  and  say,  right  here,  right  now,  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case  with  IBM.  Because  our  list  of  resolutions  not  only  marks  a 
change  in  the  way  we  do  things  from  last  year  to  this  year,  but  establishes  an 
entirely  new  way  IBM  will  sell  personal  computing  solutions.  Forever. 

Resolution  N“l:  Machines  when  you  want  them.  We  will  continue 
to  retool  the  way  we  manufacture  and  distribute  our  personal  computing  solutions. 


This  will  add  flexibility  and  get  orders  to  our  customers  faster. 

Resolution  N“2:  Machines  the  way  you  want  them.  Thanks 
to  Resolution  Nal,  customers  can  custom-configure  personal  computing 
systems  from  IBM  Business  Partners  to  meet  their  unique  needs. 

Resolution  N~3:  Competitive  prices.  Our  new  way  of  building 
and  distributing  systems  costs  us  less.  So  they’ll  cost  you  less.  Period,  (j^) 
Resolution  Na4:  Higher  performance.  We  will  build  the  most 
powerful  IBM  PCs  ever,  with  technology  partners  like  Intel  and  Microsoft 
See  how  we’re  sticking  to  these  resolutions  by  contacting  IBM  at 
1 800  IBM-7255,  ext.  5053,  or  www.pc.ibm.com/us 

Solutions  for  a  small  planet  * 


1ft  ^  II 


SPECIAL  REPORT 


YEAR  2000 


Theory: 

To  efficiently  plan  your  company  s 
future  bandwidth  needs,  you  need  to 
monitor  and  analyze  your  current 
Internet  access. 


rApplied 

We  post  your  bandwidth  utilization  statistics 
on  a  dynamically  updated  website  for  your 
private  access  24  hours  a  day. 
Seeing  is  believing: 
www.networkutilization.com 


Net  Potential.  Realized. 


A  P  P  I  I  0:6. 


Making  reservations 


ooo:WHERE  WILL 

VOUBE?  B 

f  mvCTsary.  I  will  no  dc 


D-DAY.  GROUND 
ZERO.  BIKINI 
ATOLL.  THE 
TRENCHES. 
Those  are  the  terms 
IS  managers  use 
when  they  talk 
about  The  Deadline  - 
Jan.  1,  2000.  So  we 
asked  where  various 
IS  luminaries  and 
vendor  executives 
plan  to  be  that  day 


SCOREBOARD 


r 


SPECIAL  REPORT 


Staffing 


'FAIR 

WARNING!’ 


By  Joseph  E.  Maglitta 


“If  [programmer! 
years,  they’ll  pay  ar 


There  still 
may  be  time 
to  redeploy 
existing  staff 
or  snag 
decent  out¬ 
siders.  But 
beware: 
Allying  may 
mean  disaster 


A  wealth  of  fresh  and 
seasoned  staffers  makes 
Gottschaik  s  Jeff  Kratt 
confident  the  company 
will  meet  a  planned  Jan¬ 
uary  1999  deadline. 


SPECIAL  REPORT 


'FAIR 

WARNING!' 


YEAR  2000 


the  state  of  Nebraska  hired  CTA.  sharing  and  ideas, 
ovide  50  consultants  to  do  pro-  But  it  could  get  to 
1  analysis.  A  ‘red  flag’  clause  pro- 


So  far.  Riekenberg  says,  a  local  year  2000  user  group 
has  been  a  helpful  source  of  information  about  matters 


Y?>.; 


CORPORATE 

TECHNICAL 

RECRUITING 

CONFERENCE 

COMPUTERWORLD 


ORLANDO 

FLORIDA 

Mm/  17-20,  1 998 

A  hirriott  '>  C  )rlnmio 
World  Center  Report 

1  -800-488-9204 


Few  escapes  for  Netscape 


David  Moschella 


Inside  Lines 


VIRTUAL  TRAFFIC  COPTER 


MICRON  Net  FRAME  MY  5000 


'NetFRAME 


configured? 


iNetfRAME; 


i  NetFRAME  s 


STRONG. 

RELIABLE. 

CONFDENI 


ICT  MICRON  INHUME 
SERVERS  BACK  YOU  UP. 


benefits  of  continuous  availability  scalability  and  high  BXr- 
throughput.  The  Micron  NetfRAMH  MV50(X)  server  yjJHN 
incorporates  the  latest,  enteiprise-class  features  at  a 
mid-range  price.  Its  incomparable  value  is  unctarored  PWSHwrI 
by  outstanding  features  like  single  or  dual  Pentium'  II  processors. 


Call  now  to  order. 

800-362-1204 

www.micronpc.com 


l^icnor 

Thinking  Oul  Of  The  Box. 


sion  Support 


Data  Warehousing 


Data  Mining 


More  than  3.5  million  decision 
makers  around  the  world  trust 
SAS  software  to  deliver  reliable, 
timely,  and  consistent  information 
to  drive  their  businesses  forward. 

No  wonder  Software  Magazine 
chose  SAS  Institute  as  the  Best 
Decision  Support  Tools  Company. 

Your  Free  Guide  to 
Today’s  Flottest 
Business  Solutions 


The  World  Wide  Web 


OLAP/Business  Intelligence 


Visit  us  on  the  World  Wide  Web, 
or  give  us  a  call,  for  an  overview 
of  SAS  Institute’s  award-winning 
strategies  for  data  warehousing, 
data  mining,  multidimensional  data 
analysis  (OLAP),  Web  enablement, 
and  more.  Not  to  mention  our  new 
business  solutions  for  your  financial, 
human  resources,  and  IT  systems 
management  needs. 


